Kitchen + Bath Studio

Kitchen:
Concrete Impressions

Thee flsie-Makers ew can resist the lure of smooth, wet

concrete calling out for carved initials
or o guick hand imprint while no one’s

looking. Designer, antist, and concrete

fubricator Fu-Tung Cheng of Berkeley,
Calif.~bised Cheng Design has been vielding 1w
such lemplation since the early 1980 — and per-
fecting its artful application ever since. “Conuree is
fundamentally earthier than granite or other stone,”
Cheng says.

In this 2d-by- [8-Tom kichen, Cheng enhanced
and softened the noturally rugged appearance of
concrete with polished surfaces. inlegrted color,
embedded gemstones, and his signoture ammonite

lossil imprints, The homeowner, says Cheng, is an

artist who “wanted 1o live with ant rather than dis-
play "

The elliptical island bolds @ sis-burner gas cook-
top with slide-out stomge for cookware below, 1t
sides slope gently inward o eliminate the need for
a tockick, accentuming the matenal’s monolithie
The concapt for the ¢ character. Because concrete can stan, Cheng
eal-in kitc
istand are
sculpturgs.”
Positioned
island are an in
table, @ desk, and a
slting nook.

(ucked a perforated stainless steel shelf into the cor
mer curve too serve as o receplacle tor hot pots and
cold drinks.

The Moors of the informal eating area ane also
poured-in-place concrete, as is the hall-wall that sup-
ports one end of the dining table and delineites the
adjacent vaulied living room. The nearby Ooating

stairs are cast concrete bolstered by steel sggurls
General Contractor: Tom Heyvenga

Construction, San Jose, Calif
Designer: Chang Design, Berkeley, Calit

tied o floor joists, Although delicately rendened
all ths conerete 15 guite weighty and requires careful

attention o stractursl CIEIHOCTINE. The sccommoda-
Cabinetmaker: Guba & Associates. - Mot an inch of island space tion is wonth it Cheng savs, hecause substance and
Cakland, Calil E is wasted. Wide, roll-oul
drawers provide siorage for
pots and pans. Perdorated
stainless steal doors conceal ARCHITECT arnd CUSTOM Hose, sister publications of
a trash-bin cubby ResaneLisa, This aricle appeared fiest fn thies

miss ane a solid part of concrene’s appeal. —Shelley
Resources: ceramic tile: Gary Holt Design; 0D Hurcling iy associale editor of RESIDENTIAL
light fitures: Halo; plumbing fixtures: KWC;
range: Russall; range hood: Cheng Design;
rafrigerator; Sub-Zero; oven: Gaggenau
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