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Award-winning designer
JuTung Cheng imbues

A4 San Francisco loft
with minimalist chic
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nce guests step into this South-of-

Marker penthouse in San Francisco,

they know that they have left behind the

cliché rerritory of typical home design

and entered anocher realm. The incredi-

A7 ble amount of light streaming in from

S wall-length windows and skylights alone

tells visitors they are in another space altogether, with a landscape
and state of mind all its own. And it is refreshing,

Fu Tung Cheng, principal of Berkeley-based Cheng Design, is
the genius behind this home and all its delights. Known for his
much-lauded and original applications of industrial materials in
contemporary environments, Cheng was approached by the
penthouse’s homeowner 1o create a complete design application
for her new home. After the publication and success of his book
Concrete Countertops, Cheng has found thar people in-creas-
ingly think of him only as a kitchen or bath designer, when in
reality, his designs work much beteer and make more sense ina
mrnp]ulr home environment.

The penthouse owner is a student of architecture and was
commirted 10 a lucid theme throughout her home. “There were
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. (oo, Cheng created an alcove within the master bedvoom

L g PGt S S

Wreeedeny Cloerden/” Cheng bad the living room raised six
inches above the rest of bonse, with the_Toor stofring s ke
o ramfy. Two fircflaces face cach otber on eftier side of Hhe
rheefnn secibing avee, ome sooikeen Belowe the grosned Tevel fn oo
cozy dlcare, and e otber rafsed nfp on g concrele momolith,
Flowwr-to-cefling windows lead out to fwe balcomy and e
cityscape beyvomd The Heing voom Toor is feo-and-a-Dalf
inclbwes of tirick troweled concrete with cofyfyer strips infafd

to Dide the crack control lines in the concrete. All of Hhe floors
i the bowuse are beated via bydvo-thevmal bealfng sysiems,

specifically for the bomeowner’s yoga praciice. He cul a
Chinese moon door into the far wall and Bned the inside in
bennebyises, Tetorond meats line the floor, weivich is rafsed a fow
inches from the rest of the roont
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,’Irrf/f The table dn the kitchen §s an actiead saefboard by
Stretcly ef Stvetch Boarels fn Sanfa Oz leweding o vebfmsicinl,
Cealifoornian_fieel to the sun-filled space. “I0s fmporiant (o me
ter ok it local aortisans to appdy thefe seork to peaeticel
sodutfons,” says Cheng. He sunle the boared divectly futo the
comcrete walls, which were created to lool e an extension
af the exterior walls of the hosse

Ocdineer Ve kitchen is a frrafessional cool’s drean,
corrflete woith sl Clweng calls "t Lamborgfing of boods™
arer the stove, The band-made bood, called Taidan, is
frecet of @ Hne of preaducts mansgfactored by Cheng design.
Crocekle-ghaze tile makes ufr e wall belind the sink, wihile
e cabinets, far wall, and frontey door are made fron
Ply-Bow, bamboo plvicood nude fn South San Francisco,
Cheng purprosely chose boamboo for s sulile color, smootl
groain and eavivowmental BencfT as o renceable resoarce
Sor many surfaces throsgbond (e Boase. The (Toors in the
kitchen ave maede from Dand-grosmd concrele,




farne . Cheng wovked with Klein Plasterers o coal the
curved ceilings, desigued by badlding avcliftect Jim fenmings,
it integrad codor fliester aud then Doand-comi i fo gice o con-
sistent, corduroy-like fextured fook throaghont e bouse. =1
leve workeing with craftsaen to get an oviginal look,” e says.

(e e The master batbroom i o Livge ofen spce,

s Cheng songh to give i o spa-ile foel to keepr @ refaxing
wedtleennd Becing overwehefming. The pivce di vesistance [nid
shenen ) is the vanfty, mde of a monolithic friece of concrele.
Crackleglaze tle is on the walls and goes eight on into e
Feely, sen, sooys Clwemg, “You con steef Wee fea in o crackle-gloze
et biels, ™ Eiclebentrds moole firome sustainable avdioods
finee tlsee B,

Sedveer Lot The master bedroom §s plastered i a soft
cotadon groen formnlaled by Cheng specifically for this room,
Thae floverrs eover Baanilvares plyiressel.
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no compromises,” says Cheng, "She was as close w a perfea
client as vou can get. Acsthetcally, our rstes and proclivities were
very much the same and she allowed me o do pretty much wha
| wanted with each space.” The joumey through this serene and
happy home beging nor straight from the dlevaror, as with mam
top-floor apartments. but through a thick polyurethane thresh

old, complere with oy divers frozen in their liquid wall like fos

sils in amber. bringing an instant smile o all who enter, an
imporeant part ol l:hu'll;;'.x design philosophy, "1 like o think
what | do is the Fruit of medern architecuure, the :I;‘miting, the
lirele whimsical Ilt‘ihyﬁ that 1 do are nor decoradion, but the fow-
cring that results from minimalist dl-\igu:n. m
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