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For Kitehen Counters, Chairs,
Humble Conerete’s Noww Hot;
Mowing A 400-FPound Table

By DwniiLLE REED

WIIEF ANNE KNALL dacided to rda
the classic, all-cherry loichen in her
Indignapalis ranch home, she went
[or sxmething a Htlke differend: Comcreie
enmlers embedded with fossils, flecks of gran
ibe, shells and glass. “It's lie nothing you'd
expect [rom Hoking ab the owiside of the
home,* Mrs. Kzall says. “It's really a work of
art."

The lak=s1 hol kook in home desipn® Take a
Jock al [he garape floar. [n a trend that stared
in downtoen Mashattzn ofls and the bouses
of Loa Angeles hipsters, ance-humble toncrete
i challenging granile and marble as the mabe-
raal of choice [or evecviking from kilchep
counters o ficeplace mamlels—and  even
chalrs. Sakes of cemsent (the magor ingredient
ko coscrele) are expecied o rise 27% this year
foT uSe W0 homess, aceording o the Portiand
Cement Associalion. “You're really losking &i
a concrete revival,” says Ward Malisch of the
American Coneredre [nsitme
Soulpting Chairs

Hompeoumers and designers say the mate-
rial s cerfain advantages: 10's waterproof,
Firapr, dossn't fol and cin be sasily molded
inn &ny shape or stuined aoy color. 1t Gan
even be sculpted—concrete artist Gary Sinsp-
s makes monerete chairs in dhe shape of &
palm amd recliners thal ook kike & human

Made of sand, water,
gravel and cement,
concrete runs as much
as $100 a square fool—
the same as granite.

body. AR for & price, of course, Thosgh made
of sand, water, grave| and cement, 1be stufl
can run &8 high as 100 a square foot—aboul
the same as high-end grimite.

And evan for st Kind of money, sou can'l
arteally do A lot of thimgs om it that you might
wxpied b dis o 8 Kilchen aunter. Like culting
fead, Tor instamen, “1t will szar,” explaiss Dun-
can Haghsmith, who recently put am 18-foot tan-
crele osanbeEtop in Nk Madison, Wis.. home
His solotlon; a bullé-im cufting hozrd —ni sic-
Img beyond the edped. Concrele’s also more
porols than fraditional stone. meaning things
like lemoes and red wine will siabm 0 Anyons
whe's bolkered by that “shoukin't have i can
mese counbertop,”  savs desigoer  Fu-Tung
Cheng, & eoncrete ploneer who recently pub-
lishwed o gubde 00 pouring your own.

Ared it isn't for anybody with shaky fioor-
hoards, designers warn. In facl some makers
advise checking with an architect in make
sare wour floors wan't bockle ander 1he strain

Gary Simpson takle & chair
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Chati @TiSAN Gairy SUm[En Says Comen an
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hefm—coniEie £an scad and sain

of ¥our new Eichen comeers or chairs. Ymi
et 10 warn the movers, loo. Dong Davidpe,
for instance, loves the conepate kitches table
and hase he recently bought for kis Manhat-
lafh Besch, Callf, home But whaonower he
maves, he's planzing on beavimg them behisd.
That's becamse they weigh #0 poands and
had {0 be lagged up the stalrs in pleces by 3
crew of three. “It neardy killed s, b says.

|Hugll&|‘5 have been UEmg dacHrarlve oon-
crele simce the early part of the 2th century.
Lependary architect Frink Liovd Wright was
a big fan, using the material in landmark
houses e Fallmgwater in western Pennsylvi

Homa desga, fiom
Bty BT wirhanz 5wl e
wwa changdesign can
Knall Furniture Famng
wwrw K bshap o
Kabdari Cogntas. SO0
Crange Courly, C8iT, achieciend detais,
wwem keldlari mn fumdupee
Gmm From headboasds o
willl Era i
mbﬂammﬂ
Bamankte Flageing, coantetaps
b e Con wlige, wilk:

Dowritwn cesgnar Abs Daen dping concmie
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mia. Bl after felling out of Tavor during the
136K, comerete was pretly much relegated n
basemnent walls and garage floors. Them, dur:
ing the #e, n handfal of cotting-edge design-
s hegan esing B in raw lolt epaces and
misdmalist hewses, polishing il to a
high sheen and adding coler, But
even hipster homeowners rebelled
whin ey realized that it was acls-
ally pretty hand Wy kegp up—and had a
nESLY tendRney 10 Crack

Eut noe, concrede artisass and mek-
ers say Lhey've salved many of the mabe-
rigl’s problems, incheding coming up

with spial mives thal resist cracking and
thin conerete owerlavs that can make & dam

aped surface look new. Thal's whal condrotior
Steve Harriman did for Indiana homeosners
Doug Parker's new rec-room foor, after if de-
waloped i-foot-long cracks. Moo (he ficor i

povered with a multicolored paomelric parles
imzpired hy Wriphts stained-plass windows

“H 51 cleardy the deslgn aloment i the room
Mr. Parker says,
Unforgiving

Indeed, concrete comveris say Ual when

it's @ane well, the material's s eleguni they
can forget it came out of Lhe Back of & mixi

truck. Mol long ago, Palm Beach, Fla., Ballder
Bill Eltas unthinkingly picksd up a harmmet
and nail to hang a pleiure on ke erehe will
im ks soncs toom. The resuld, pee bily:

bent nail #nd & sort of lange dimpie in 1
wall. " Mext time, says Mr. Elias. “I'm defi
nilely using & hammers dril.”

And desnite alf the hossles, miny ponrele
fams soy they wonkdn't o y
plain o sone, nol e
material sets their ha
says et Kitchen € often confonnd vis
bars—sume pegple even Oy W bresh off Ur
flecks of granile and shells in the surface
thénking they re not supposs) b he there. e
sldes, she save “lhere's always somethig
new o digcover” aboat the cnmlertap, <0
like o new foy. Hos
MRy CoumberTs can
yimn say thal ahoal?




