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Concrete offers a distinctive new look

Jfor kitchen and bathroont countertops.

Courlesy Cheng Design and
Buddy Rhodes Studio

Concrete countertops have
become a solid seller among

fastidious homeowners.

oncrete has always been a supremely pragmatic,
‘ reliable thing, the substance of manholes and

highway slabs. So who could have predicted its
newest incarnation - as the trendy, upscale material of
choice for kitchen countertops?

"It's very versatile yet practical,"” declares Fu-Tung Cheng,
CEO and principal designer of Cheng Design, and president
of Cheng Design Products, Berkeley, Calif. Its biggest
advantag crete enables clients to customize their
countertops in ways that aren't possible with stone or solid
surfaces.

For instance, Jeff Girard, PE,, CEO of FormWorks LLC in
Raleigh, N.C, cites a current project for the kitchen of a
professional race car driver. “We're putting race car engine
parts in the concrete,” he explains. “You cannot do that with
any other material” Another client, whose father had passed
away, had personal items such as his cufflinks embedded in
the top of her writing desk as a reminder of him. Buddy
Rhodes, owner of Buddy Rhodes Studio, Inc., in San
Francisco, recalls a job where a family made im pressions of
their hands for the bdtk:plabh which accompanied a
countertop with a copper inlay.

Concrete can be dyed, shaped, installed in a very thick
slab for a massive look that's not feasible to fabricate in
stone, and decorated with metal inlays or color aggregate -
the only limit is a designer's imagination. “A lot of people ]uqt
make slabs," says Cheng. “That's playing the hand wrong”
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Correne: s aloo come knio vogue
hevamse upscale comsmmets ane ooking for
something mew. 105 & ciely unique
manz=rial that's not readily avadlable 10 the
mures,” explains Girard. “You car’t go @
Hati Doepeit &5 buy it Gramide his
bedame almost pasee = % the delail
high-emc] maserial®

"All the weahlyy poople ane tired of
kool at geamite,” echoes Cheng, "They
e 1145 a ke peoduct because ir's o
prevalent”

Geamiie also usnally featurss a glosay,
hand srface, whereas wday’s overall
design trenkls are wowand soothang, natural
material and matse finishes. For mstance,
ei-rubbid beaass for l'l.l.:l:r:rrl.- wudiad of
shibiny brase, nemural voonel surfaces; and
matic natural stone sech as limesione jasd
honed graniie, which has a less chiny
strface) With fes wanm handeade fa,
concrese fits perfectly o this trend

“The aeabetc & imperfecton, so the
color, the surfaces ane never quate the
saing,” elahoraies Gemy 3aniosa, president
of Soupcam, o, in Chicage *[Concreie|
looks: grea with just about any cabsns
style”

Smace the concrete countertop irend
started in Cablormad, (e pevceplion & thal
comcprie bops fi besi inko the clean-lined,
Asianyefluenced consemeparary destigns
that are pepailar on the West Coast. Bt
Vel [ cancrele & indesd peilece for
i hmﬁ:k Li'mraminil.:l:l!lrjﬂn
waek with a wide vamkety of disign sivles,

"W you &1y concreie, poeapée plinire
thee skdewalk, this chalky gray silll” says
James Gardines, cvrner and precast

Comrrely cani b chaped aned imatalled
iy o faick pho for @ massdpe look, Courlery
The Kiugs Granf

designer of The Kiryrs Grant i Eastory, Md, whise desugns
recerly appeared on an HGTV Deearm Hoose [ Gact, Gandiner
prebers 1o call his counteriops “lomsed sone” or “oas sione” "Ohur
conceete i probably the mos unrecognizable 1o the raked ope”
Pve sarys. “Mos people who sev it have oo idea whan it made of”

*[ cam see & conceete counger i a lot of bomes” potes Leilae
Corteery, e of Leshe Ciotien Dedigns: in Encinitas, Cahl Cohien
i 2 onchen and bath designer who's done several installations
with concrese. “H's 4 unigoe kook” She sees B a appropriate in g
pustic sesting as well as comtemparary.

"W make car countenops ook as ashentcally aged and old
as e cam,” says Gardiver, who tabes his design caes From books
of reclaimed stone peoducts from France which are bundseds of
rears okl He employs detressing and aping methods smmilar o
thaoser wnilized by the hamiure industry. “We disiress the edges,
saind amd grind and chip o give it weathensd, woen look.* he
cxplains. Sernord rotes thai traditional sione colors such as berma
cota or ochire give concrese more of an ansique, Old World kool

Sirnilarky, Bhecles cites installasions in vintags Arts and Crafis
hiiites: prevalent in the Bay Arod, i well & “antique, Tuicen
fanshouse kinds of [leoks] And | Fave (3 Gooirede comnteriop] in
am ol Vicworian in San Francison, and i looks grea”® fa ihe Laier,
Rivades combined & plain, gray countenop with a neiro- faok
sive and a vauled ceiling

Girard necently installed concrete in 2 Rainbow Row historical
home in Chardeston, 5C {Charlesionrsiyle homes Seature the
mukisory consinaction with large maliple-sicry porches arually
assoctated wish New Orleans]. In th emvirenment, Girand chose
dirk green concrete aad combined it with mahogany cabinets, 2
beige/pink turvertine floor and saiabess steel applisaces, with
i ;‘..rt-]hm:lngm ke m:nnp.“lhg.ﬂhi Ibrrr ok m
I|..|.;|11||11:|;_ bt each hets dis e -.,!fn.lil;_‘!p;' niles

In adidtion 1o counteriops, concrebe alie woaks on such design
elements 22 freplace aarounds, bar sops, islands and whles. Az
Cheng poiras out, concrene was comsicderad a decorative manerial
i the 15208, Bt was reploced by plasties in the 19504, And now

ir's undespoing 4 glorious nesrgence,

FABRICATION ISSUES

While designers and fabeicaioes ase uniiormly enthusdasibc
abour concrewz, they Giffer widely in thelz opinions ahout i
ratingerance and in their individoul fabricating technigues

For instance, Gardimer casts his tops righs sice up in molds
iaide @l Voo PVC Board, and manipulliies the fuih 10 ilow




